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Why go to church?Why go to church?
The Gallup poll, based on a May 2023 survey, says 
30% of Americans reported going to a religious service 
in the last seven days. In the years immediately prior 
to the pandemic (2016-2019) that number was about 
34%. In 2012 the number reporting worship atten-
dance was 44%. The long decline continues.

In case you are wondering, the same poll also revealed 
that about 26% of those who attend regularly do it 
in person, while about 5% attend on-line. That’s a 
reverse of what the numbers were during the pan-
demic, and probably signals that most of those who 
plan to return in person, already have.

Why does any of this matter? It helps to confirm 
what we think we see. In our part of the world, going 
to church isn’t an expectation anymore. For most 
Americans it isn’t even a concern. While most people 
still believe in God, most people don’t see being part 
of church or faith community as a necessary part of 
that belief.

Those of us who do go to church regularly are a 
bunch of oddballs. That’s our problem, and that’s 
our hope.  It’s our problem because while Jesus 
called us to live our faith in a supportive and sacrificial 
community, most folks around us don’t see the need. 
It’s not an easy calling. We are swimming upstream, 
and it will require our mutual creativity, support, and 
abundant prayer to keep at it.

Being an oddball is also our hope. The church we 
read about in the New Testament wasn’t like every-
body else. It didn’t blend in very well. This strange 
community, made up mostly of women, children, 
slaves, and non-elite people, didn’t fit the times.  
What happened to this unlikely community? We 
read in the Book of Acts:

Every day they continued to meet together in the temple
courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate 
together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God 
and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord 
added to their number daily those who were being 
saved. (2:46-47)

As you think about your commitments this fall I 
hope you will make a significant commitment to be 
present in the community that is First Presbyterian 
Church. We are how God still does God’s mission in 
this world. We are those strange people, who by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, still manage to reveal Jesus 
to each other and our distracted neighbors.  

I look forward to leading and serving with you in the 
months ahead.

Sincerely,
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Our Mission Committee spent an afternoon packing boxes of food for ten families with children at Walker Spivey 
Elementary that we have been assisting during the summer months.  Special thanks to Bud Lafferty for helping on 
packing day, and Leslie and Jeannie for the hours they spent shopping. On Saturday, July 22nd, members of the Mis-
sion Committee arrived at the church at 8am to pack up all the items for delivery to Walker Spivey Elementary School 
where we met six of the families and loaded their vehicles with food.  Rebecca Carthens, the school social worker, 
was present.  Following the pickup, Rebecca accompanied a few of us as we delivered the remaining  items to four 
families that did not have transportation.

Most families are single-mother households with two or more school-aged children.  Almost all of the women are 
working, and a few are currently engaged in Case Management with Connections of Cumberland County.  We also 
provided every woman with information about Connections of CC, encouraging each woman to call or visit. 

Every person that we met expressed how grateful they were for what First Presbyterian is doing for them, and how 
much it has helped their families during the summer months.

Thank you, Missions Committee for supporting our Outreach at Walker Spivey, and for those that were able to partic-
ipate. There will be more opportunities to serve in the future as we share our God given gifts and talents with these 
families, with the hope that these children will grow up knowing that God created each of them with the same dignity 
and purpose that he created each of us for.

FPC MISSION COMMITTEE SHARING

SUMMER FOOD SECURITY

Rebecca CarthensRebecca Carthens
Walker Spivey Elementary School Social WorkerWalker Spivey Elementary School Social Worker



Stewardship of Time
A Message from Your 

Stewardship Committee

Life and time are gifts from God.  We must use our 
time wisely to fulfill God’s plan. Let us reflect on the 
words of the 1882 hymn written by William D. Longstaff:

“Take Time to Be Holy.”

     Take time to be holy, speak oft with thy Lord;
     Abide in Him always, and feed on His Word.
     Make friends of God’s children, help those who are weak,
     Forgetting in nothing His blessing to seek.

     Take time to be holy, the world rushes on;
     Spend much time in secret, with Jesus alone.
     By looking to Jesus, like Him thou shalt be;
     Thy friends in thy conduct His likeness shall see.

     Take time to be holy, let Him be thy Guide;
     And run not before Him, whatever betide.
     In joy or in sorrow, still follow the Lord,
     And, looking to Jesus, still trust in His Word.

     Take time to be holy, be calm in thy soul,
     Each thought and each motive beneath His control.
     Thus led by His Spirit to fountains of love,
     Thou soon shalt be fitted for service above.

Stewardship involves the giving of our time in the 
service of the Lord and caring for our families, friends, 
community and nation.  We must all organize our time 
and plan wisely for the future. Time spent building up 
the body of Christ and loving others with God’s love 
(Hebrews 10:24–25; John 13:34–35; 1 John 3:17–18) 
is time well spent. Invest time in sharing the gospel.  
Help others understand that salvation in Jesus bears 
eternal fruit (Matthew 28:18–20). Live as if each minute 
counts—because it really does.

2023 Total Pledged Amount - $1,169,868.00

YTD Non-Pledge Gifts - $224,384.19

YTD Pledge Gifts - $534,226.47

YTD Total Gifts - $758,610.66

January

February

March

April

May

June

July

August

September

October

November

December

2023 Giving Figures To Date: June

ABOUT CAROLINE

Caroline Moses and her husband 
live in Raleigh where she has been 
an elementary school counselor 
for Wake County Public Schools for 
seven years. In her current position, 
she particularly enjoys one-on-one 
conversations with students and 
preparing classroom guidance les-
sons.

She grew up in an Army family, cour-
tesy of her parents Steve and Andrea Horosko. She was born in 
Germany, and had lived on three continents by the time she was 
five years old. Notably, she attended kindergarten through second 
grade in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.  Her family moved to Fayetteville, NC 
in 2001, and she joined First Presbyterian Church with her parents. 
She graduated from Jack Britt High School, and subsequently re-
ceived a B.A. in Psychology and M.Ed. in Counseling from NC State 
(Go Wolfpack!).  Prior to working in the public school system, she 
was an Assistant Director at a Boys and Girls Club in Raleigh. 

“Coping Strategies for a 
Smoother Back to School”

with special guest speaker, Caroline Moses
hosted by Stephen Ministry 

Sunday, August 13th at 3pm
in the Chapel

Interested families & friends 
are welcome to join us!



Family Fellowship
 Pool Party

Wednesday, August 9th 5:00 - 7:30pm
Highland Country Club - 105 Fairway Drive

Don’t forget to bring your towel!
$10 per family, includes dinner

Register online by scanning the QR code
or visiting bit.ly/FPCPoolParty2023

The VBS kids brought donations for local & global mission projects. 
They collected 171 school supplies for Walker Spivey Elementary School

and raised $609.73 for Haiti Outreach Ministries to sponsor school students. 
Thank you to everyone who donated towards these mission projects!

Vacation Bible School Mission Projects TotalsVacation Bible School Mission Projects Totals

All In Fellowship All In Fellowship 
MealsMeals

Resuming September 13th!
Enjoy food, family & friends on 

Wednesday Evenings at 5:30pm
with Dr. Garrett’s Adult Christian 

Education Class following the meal at 6:30pm.
Nursery provided for young children. Study hall, followed 

by social time, provided for school age children.

Additional details coming soon!Additional details coming soon!

First Prez Kingdom KidzFirst Prez Kingdom Kidz
For ages PreK 3 - 5For ages PreK 3 - 5thth Grade. Children will explore music  Grade. Children will explore music 
through singing and instruments, along with engaging through singing and instruments, along with engaging 
Bible Stories through crafts and mission projects and enjoyBible Stories through crafts and mission projects and enjoy
 a fellowship meal together.  a fellowship meal together. 

4:30-6:30pm EvEry Sunday night 
bEginning SEptEmbEr 10th

First Prez Kingdom YouthFirst Prez Kingdom Youth
For 6For 6thth - 12 - 12thth graders looking for a time of fellowship,  graders looking for a time of fellowship, 
friendship, food & fun! Explore what it means to look at friendship, food & fun! Explore what it means to look at 
the Bible in the 21the Bible in the 21stst century as we answer the big  century as we answer the big 
question, “How can we apply the Bible to our lives today?”question, “How can we apply the Bible to our lives today?”

nEw to Kingdom Kidz & youth? 
Register online by scanning the QR code 
or by visiting bit.ly/KingdomKidz2023

CoaStal Carolina prESbytEry nightCoaStal Carolina prESbytEry nightat SEgra Stadiumat SEgra Stadium

mudCatS vS. woodpECKErSmudCatS vS. woodpECKErS
Friday, auguSt 4th at 7:05pmFriday, auguSt 4th at 7:05pm

               To get your tickets scan the QR code or visit:                To get your tickets scan the QR code or visit: 
               fevogm.com/event/Coastalcarolinapres               fevogm.com/event/Coastalcarolinapres

This fundraiser will benefit Children’s Hope Alliance!This fundraiser will benefit Children’s Hope Alliance!



What’s in your What’s in your 
Backpack?Backpack?

During Sunday School at 10amDuring Sunday School at 10am
Special Guest Speaker in the ChapelSpecial Guest Speaker in the Chapel
• • Kids will make a gift for their school teacherKids will make a gift for their school teacher

During the 11am Worship Service:During the 11am Worship Service:
Blessing of the BackpacksBlessing of the Backpacks
• • Back-to-School Blessing for children, teachers & administrationBack-to-School Blessing for children, teachers & administration
• • Recognition of Julie McRae, retiring Director of First SchoolRecognition of Julie McRae, retiring Director of First School
• • Mission UpdateMission Update

Fellowship Luncheon after Worship Service - The Missions Committee will Fellowship Luncheon after Worship Service - The Missions Committee will 
host a hot dog luncheon and Italian Ice from Sunset Slush in Fellowship Hall.  host a hot dog luncheon and Italian Ice from Sunset Slush in Fellowship Hall.  

To register, scan the QR code or visit To register, scan the QR code or visit 
bit.ly/BackpacksBenevolence bit.ly/BackpacksBenevolence 

Pack up the Blessings by joining us as we get ready for the new school year!Pack up the Blessings by joining us as we get ready for the new school year!

Sunday, August 27th  Sunday, August 27th  
Please bring a backpack to donate to Walker Spivey Elementary School. Please bring a backpack to donate to Walker Spivey Elementary School. 

Those who donate will receive a ticket for a fun surprise!Those who donate will receive a ticket for a fun surprise!

  As the start of a new school year draws near, it is time to gather all 
the items and prepare the backpack. Backpacks are also a symbol of 

newness, of readiness, of eagerness, of challenge. This year’s backpack 
may also carry a mix of joy and apprehension for returning to school. No 

matter your age or grade, and whether you are the student or teacher, the 
backpack, briefcase, or tote bag you carry signals that you are a learner! An

openness to learning is important for every child, youth, and adult. I wonder how 
    we all together will grow in the coming year. 

Bring your pack, briefcase, or tote bag with you that morning. 
You will be invited to come forward with it for a brief prayer. 

Bag tags will be offered to help you remember 
God’s presence is with you wherever you go.



First Presbyterian Church 
102 Ann Street 

Fayetteville, NC 28301 
Preschool office: (910) 920-1963 

Church office: (910) 483-0121 
www.firstprez.com 

First School 
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First School 
Tuition and Fees 

The non refundable registration and supply fee 
for First School is $100 and $75 for siblings. 
$90 snack fee or $10/month. 
Mother’s Morning Out (12-24 months) 
• Wednesday & Thursday 
• One Day per week $115 
• Two Days per week $215 
2’s and 3’s  
• Tuesday & Thursday $215 
• Monday, Wednesday & Friday $245  
PreK  
• Tuesday through Friday $285 
The above classes are 9-12pm. Drop off begins at 8:30 for 
all classes. “Lunch Bunch” will be offered until 1pm, as it 
applies. 
KT Academy (Kindergarten Transition) 
• Monday to Friday to 1pm, children bring 

their lunch each day, $365 

  
LLOOCCAATTEEDD  IINN  DDOOWWNNTTOOWWNN  FFAAYYEETTTTEEVVIILLLLEE  
OONNEE  BBLLOOCCKK  FFRROOMM  TTHHEE  MMAARRKKEETT  HHOOUUSSEE  

s . a . l . t . s . a . l . t . 
Seasoned Adults Learning TogetherSeasoned Adults Learning Together

Monthly Fellowship Breakfast & ExcursionsMonthly Fellowship Breakfast & Excursions
• Tuesday, September 26th
Travel to the Billy Graham Library in 
Charlotte, leaving First Prez at 8:00 
a.m. Lunch will be provided with no 
expense to those attending. 

Please contact Ann Rowell at
(910) 391-1482 or (910) 867-3556 

by Friday, September 22nd, for reservations.

• Tuesday, October 24th
Travel to Wilmington to visit the 
Burgwin - Wright House (a MUST 
SEE for Outlander fans!), a tour of 
the historic district by a horse-drawn 
trolley and have lunch at Elijah’s. 
We will depart the church at 8:30 am. 

The only expense for the trip will be lunch. 

Please contact Nancy Billman at (910) 916-5994 
by October 15th, for reservations.

IF YOU HAVE A 

passion 
for Christian Education 
and would like to be involved, 

please contact Britany 
britany@firstprez.com

Involvement can mean helping to 
plan events and classes, teaching and 

facilitating learning opportunities for all ages!

The Junior Usher program 
gives 3rd through 5th 

Graders the opportunity 
to take ownership of being 
part of the church family. 

Junior Ushers have 
responsibilities as greeters 
and ushers during the time 
before the 11:00 AM service. 
Their main goal is to greet 
all who come to worship, 

making them feel 
welcomed! They also pass 
along Children’s Worship 

Bags to other children. 

Junior Usher Training
Sunday, September 17 

during Club 543

First School
Preschool registration is open!

Openings available in the 
2’s and 3’s classes.

Contact Britni Nichols
(910) 920-1963 or 

firstschool@firstprez.com
for more information!

MOPS groups are gatherings of moms coming
together for community, conversation and 
friendship. The goal of MOPS is to meet each 
mom where she is and walk beside her as 
she embarks upon the crazy and beautiful 
journey we call motherhood.
If you’re interested in 
being part of the 
MOPs community, 
please contact the 
church office 
(910) 483-0121

Save the date!Save the date!
FPC Fall Kick Off FPC Fall Kick Off 

with a Pancake Breakfastwith a Pancake Breakfast

September 10thSeptember 10th



MemorialsAugustAugust      
BirthdaysBirthdays
1 Susannah Atkinson
1 Bella Gutierrez
2 Alex Hammill
2 Alan Ray
3 Brooke Deaton
3 Bowen McRainey
3 Tad Prewitt
4 Shirley Stevens
4 Amanda Viverette
5 Pamela Chan
5 Madison Spivey
6 Connor Barnes
6 Will Cotty
7 Chris Foster
7 Harvey Oliver
7 Pam Senter
7 Casey Yates
8 Crawford MacKethan
9 Lillian Deaton
9 Claire Galt
10 Andy Napoli
10 Grant Stiles
11 Brad Richter
12 David Allred
12 Kyle Bisbee
12 Jordan Brown
12 Richard Sneed
14 Buddy Wilkins
14 Joshua Wright
15 Al Cromartie
16 Sandra Herndon
16 Lauren Holmes

16 Sean Kelly
16 Donald Wherren
17 Skyler Campbell
17 Matthew Sparzak
18 Julia McFadyen
19 Bill Hathaway
19 Jackson McBryde
20 Mary Beth McCoy
20 Terry Plummer
20 Austin Taylor
21 Chris Aul
21 Serriah Ciccone
21 Roger Holmes
21 Gerald Montero
22 Marilyn Britt
22 Amanda Holmes
22 Mary Kelly Smith
23 Kelly Baileys
23 Terry Sasser
24 Steve Horosko
24 Clayton Kaminska
26 Jeanne Harbison
27 Art Bisbee
27 Randa Dunn
27 Lilly MacKethan
28 Ashley Baltz
28 Bruce Carlton
28 Vicki Kelly
29 Tyler Blue
30 Shannon Strong
31 Dilia Martins
31 Beverly Stewart

Robert Billman
  Linda Adams
  Debbie & Lamar Williams

Terry Herndon
  Debbie & Lamar Williams

Dat Gilbert
  Debbie & Lamar Williams

Mack Cromartie
  Debbie & Lamar Williams

James Hudson
  Patsy Markham
  Ann Rowell

Benny Pearce
  Eliza & Fred Williams
  William Dunn
  Karen & Mick Noland
  James C. Mussel White, Jr.
  Mary B. Scott
  James Robert Bongiorno
  Brenda W. Johnson
  Winnie Cotton
  Riley Contracting Group
  Ann Rowell
  Lori & Michael Constantino
  Gillie Revelle
  Pam & Bill Senter
  Sue & Warren Baker
  Linda & Ralph Huff
  Patsy Markham
  Beverly Stewart
  Shirley & Charles McLaurin
  Kirby & John Tyson
  Melanie Strickland
  Ann Eller
  Martha’s Circle
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PERIODICALS

Our mission at First Presbyterian Church is to serve serve Jesus Christ and share share His gospel through meaningful worship, 
loving fellowship, spiritual growth, and compassionate outreach within our community and throughout the world.

a looK ahEad... a looK ahEad...
Aug. 1  •  S.A.L.T. Breakfast at JK’s
  • C. E. Committee Meeting
Aug. 7  •  Congregational Care Committee Meeting
  •  Engagement Committee Meeting
  •  Mission Committee Meeting
Aug. 9  •  Kingdom Kidz & Youth Pool Party
Aug. 13  •  Celebration Choir Rehearsal
  •  Stephen Ministry with Guest Speaker
Aug. 14 •  Finance Committee Meeting
Aug. 15 •  Joint Meeting of Officers
Aug. 20 •  Stitch Buddies
Aug. 21  •  PW Coordinating Team Meeting
  •  Personnel Committee Meeting
Aug. 27 •  Backpack Donation Drive 
  •  Guest Speaker at Sunday School
  •  Back-to-School Blessing 
  •  Mission Update
  •  Hot Dog Luncheon & Sunset Slush
Aug. 28 •  David’s Mighty Men Meeting
Aug. 29 •  COAP Meeting

Sept. 4  •  Labor Day, Church Office is closed
Sept. 10  •  Fall Kick Off - Rally Day
  •  Kingdom Kidz & Youth Resume
Sept. 13  •  All In Fellowship Meals Resume
  •  Adult Christian Education Classes Resume

Introducing Introducing 
The First Prez The First Prez 

Church Directory Church Directory 
website & app! website & app!

www.firstprez.com/churchdirectory www.firstprez.com/churchdirectory

Why do you need the directory? Why do you need the directory?
A You can upload your family’s photo and contact 
     details in the website or app.
A Call, text & email your church family directly from 
     the mobile app. 
A Connect new members faces with their names. 
A View Committee & Small Groups rosters.
A Access FPC member event photos.

The “Church Life” app is out of date and will not be 
updated by the provider. If you have the Church 
Life app, please delete it and replace it with the new 
Church Directory app so you can stay connected! 

Need help? Need help? 
Call or email Nichole for help signing up for the directory, logging in 
for the first time, downloading the app, or updating your information 
in the directory. (910) 483-0121 or nichole@firstprez.com 


