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A  Pastoral MessageA  Pastoral Message        From DrFrom Dr.. Mike Garrett  Mike Garrett 
We just completed a great week of Vacation 
Bible School! Our theme was “Babylon: Daniel’s 
Courage in Captivity.”  Thanks to our many 
volunteers, and of course our kids, who 
made the week an energetic time for spiritual 
growth.  It’s a joy to see the message of faith 
presented with such creativity. It also reminds 
us as adults that we need to do the same.

Last month I mentioned a new preaching 
series we’ve begun in worship called “Summer
Fruit”, based on the fruit of the Spirit in 
Galatians 5:22-26. I hope you will join us for 
worship when you are in town and will follow 
us online when you are not. I’d also like to sug-
gest a book as a companion for the series: 

Cultivating The Fruit Of The 
Spirit: Growing in Christlikeness 
by Christopher J.H. Wright. It’s 
available through Amazon in 
Kindle or print formats. What-
ever else comes our way this 
summer, let’s take some to 
focus on the character God 
desires to form in each of us.

Speaking of reading, what are you reading? 
Sadly, we’ve become a scanning culture, so 
busy trying to keep up with a flood of informa-

tion that we often don’t think carefully about 
what we see and read. Consider this a friendly 
challenge to buck that trend. Read the summer 
page turner, but leave time to read other 
things. We are formed by what we read and 
ambushed by what we don’t. So, read things 
that will deepen your faith, and then read 
things you suspect will challenge it. It will make 
you a better, stronger, and wiser disciple in our 
divisive times. 

Later in this newsletter I’ve include a list of 
things I’m currently reading or  have recently 
finished.  Please consider a title from my list, or 
come up with your own. 

Please don’t forget to pray for your church this 
summer. Much has changed in recent years. 
Long-time staff members have moved on 
and newer staff members have become part 
of the team. We are currently searching for a 
new Associate Pastor. Exciting plans for the fall 
are being carefully discussed and evaluated. 
We need God’s wisdom and God’s guidance to 
make faithful decisions in the coming months.  
We need the prayers of the people of God.

Sincerely,
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Your Stewardship Committee is meeting during the summer to prayerfully plan for a fall stewardship time that is meaningful and help-
ful to each member of our church. Peter, Jesus’s choice of disciples for building His church, gives us guidance in 1 Peter 4: vss 8-11, and 
verse 10 in particular. “Each one of us should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its 
various forms.”

“Various forms”;  pretty open to interpretation, isn’t it?  Peter doesn’t waffle, though.  He is clear in telling us to use our gifts for the good 
of others.  Peter knew the cost, and the joy, of discipleship and of following Jesus. His steadfast faith and grit earned him the name, “The 
Rock”.

Your committee wants to keep communicating with you. We are working toward more frequent sharing of data about our church finances. 
We would also like to provide some financial literacy learning opportunities appropriate for all ages in the fall. We’re reviewing several 
publications and resources and seeking advice from knowledgeable people. Stay tuned.

We hope Peter and Jesus would approve.

BOOKSHELF

BY DR. MIKE GARRETT

THE 

PASTOR’S 

Liturgy of 
The Ordinary: 
Sacred Practices In
Everyday Life or 
Prayer in the Night: 
For Those Who 
Work or Watch 
or Weep
by Tish Harrison Warren

Warren is a young Anglican priest, author, and thoughtful 
columnist on religion and culture who writes for the New 
York Times. These two books are about spiritual practices 
and prayer. She has a unique voice. Cross your fingers, 
I’d like to get her to be a future Calvin Lecturer!

Timothy Keller: 
His Spiritual and 
Intellectual Formation
by Colin Hansen

I’m reading this one for personal reasons.
Keller was a Presbyterian preacher and 
teacher, based at Redeemer Presbyterian 
Church in New York City, with a worldwide
 reputation. He died a few months ago.  
He was also a friend and professor of mine in the 1980’s.  How 
does God develop a very average person to fulfill an anything 
but ordinary calling?  Some of the story will be a bit obscure if 
you haven’t been to seminary, but what shines through is the 
life of a modest, humble, smart, and above all willing disciple of 
Jesus Christ.

Falling
by T.J. Newman

A page turning 
thriller about an 
airplane pilot 
whose family 
has been 
kidnapped by 
a terrorist and 
must decide between his commitment 
to his family and the  lives on those on 
his airplane. This is strictly for fun and 
will keep you reading late at night.

Beyond Racial Division: 
A Unifying Alternative to Colorblindness And Antiracism
 by George Yancey
Yancey is a black Christian sociologist who teaches at Baylor University. How do we get past a 
colorblindness that ignores race and past injustice, or an antiracism that alienates the people who 
need to be involved in resolving racial tension?  Yancey makes a case for the common good, 
grounded in Christian faith, that points toward collaboration instead of conflict.   Short, thorough, 
and worth a careful read.

A  Shared Word 
                       of Pastoral Care 
Symbols are an important part of our culture, for they repre-
sent  one’s beliefs and values. Late June to early July, we as a 
nation finds ourselves focused on the Freedoms we 
have in the USA.  When it comes to symbols of free-
dom, everyone who has lived here knows that in 
New York Harbor there stands a giant copper statue, 
150 feet high. This “Statue of Liberty” has become a worldwide 

symbol of freedom — of liberty.  

Freedom is a base value in our American society and in Christianity. 
Freedom means “the power or right to act, speak, or think as one wants 
without hindrance or restraint:  absence of subjection to foreign dom-
ination or despotic government:  the state of not being imprisoned or 
enslaved: the state of not being subject to or affected by (a particular 
undesirable thing)”

In my experiences as a counselor, I find that many view freedoms through 
the eyes of just the first part of the definition, which is to be free means 
“without hindrance or restraint” and they miss the deeper meanings of 
“absence of subjection” or not “being imprisoned”.   

It is easy to want no barriers, yet without them, people sometimes find 
themselves enslaved to another person (co-dependence) and/or with 
chemical addiction. Many testify that the freedom they thought they 
would gain by an artificial means was just a way to be subject to another 
prison. Worse yet, in my opinion, are those individuals who have emo-
tionally painted themselves into a corner believing there is no way out.  

Christ Jesus stated, “For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do 
not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love 
serve one another” (Galatians 5:13).

Real freedom in Christ comes with a responsibility to help others who 
are struggling because they lost the real value of freedom. It does take 
sacrifice. Christ knew it on the cross and we should know it too, be-
cause our real freedom is in Him! Remember the freedom that Christ 
gives separates us from worldly-based problems. Christ’s freedom gives 
us a spiritual peace from within that resists all that comes against it. We 
were freed from our woes by Christ. He asked us to do the same for each 
other.

God Bless, 
Rev. Mitch Watson, DOPC



Family Fellowship Pool Party
Wednesday, August 9th 5:00 - 7:30pm

Highland Country Club - 105 Fairway Drive
Don’t forget to bring your towel!
$10 per family, includes dinner

Register online by scanning the QR code
or visiting bit.ly/FPCPoolParty2023

Say  “Hello!”  to  Traveling  Jesus!
Pick up a Traveling Jesus from Eller Hall, in a Children’s Bulletin, or from Children’s Church.
Take him with you everywhere you go this Summer! With your parents or guardians permission, 
take a picture of your adventures with Traveling Jesus. Jesus goes with us everywhere and 
this is a reminder of that, as well as a way to keep us connected over the summer.

Your parental helper can post your picture to social media using the hashtag 
#FPCTravelingJesus or email it to nichole@firstprez.com

Summer Fun 
with Children’s & Youth Ministries

MOVIE NIGHTMOVIE NIGHT
Wednesday, July 19th - 6 to 8 p.m.

WEAR YOUR PJS, BRING A PILLOW WEAR YOUR PJS, BRING A PILLOW 
AND SLEEPING BAG AND SLEEPING BAG 

Guardians are welcome to join. 
Childcare will be available for the littles.
Register online at 
bit.ly/MovieNight719 
or scan the QR code.

¡Hola ¡Hola 
desde México!desde México!
 (Hello from Mexico!) (Hello from Mexico!)

Interested in joining us next year?Interested in joining us next year?
Mark your calendars: Mexico Mission - June 1Mark your calendars: Mexico Mission - June 1stst to 8 to 8thth, 2024, 2024



2023 Vacation 2023 Vacation 
Bible School Fun!Bible School Fun!



Our God is Awesome! Our God is Awesome! 
And so are our wonderful volunteers!And so are our wonderful volunteers!

Thank you for all of your help with VBS.Thank you for all of your help with VBS.  
Without each and every one of you, it would not be possible. 

We pray that you know just how thankful we truly are for all of you.
Dr. Marcia Mervin, Britany Spivey, Kimberhly Hopkins & the VBS Committee

2023 Vacation Bible School Volunteers - Vicki Kelly, Maude Bledsoe, Kathryn Boyette, Alex Langley, Marian Boyette, Ann McRae, Victoria Datkuliak, 
Debbie Williams, Maria Fallen-Hale, Lauren Duhon, Andrea Horosko, Lorene McBryde, Julie Dilts, Georgeanna English, Kitty Petti, Labinda Byran, 
Patsy Markham, Terry Plummer, Jeannie Plummer, Steve Horosko, Dilia Allen, Leslie DeSessa, Tina Baker, Debra Chestnut, Bud Lafferty, Olivia Herring, 
Lynda Deaton, Kristin Matthews, Carol Lyn Wauford, Barbara Alexander, Kim Hall, Jami McLaughlin, Rachel Dixon, Caitlyn Ray, Angela Lenard, 
Jessica Jones, David Datkuliak, Ben Langley
Youth Volunteers - Aiden H., Sebastian O., Isabella O., Flora M., Vivian K., Eden H., Evans H., Colin W., Chloe H., Tripp H., Emmalee W., Sean K., Scott M., 
Cameron M., Adam D., Austin T., Carly C., Cameron H., Kayla, Peyton H., Sofia M., Ana M..
VBS Praise Band & Audio/Visual Volunteers - Don Perkins, Aiden H., Erin Jackson, Bruce McRae, Jay Berry, Austin T., Cameron H., Martha Vorder Bruegge
A Special Thank You to David’s Mighty Men for cooking and to all those who donated food for the children and volunteers this week!



MOBILE APP DOWNLOAD & LOGIN INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Download the App
    iPhone, iPad and any iOS - Download the App from the App Store. 
    Search for “Instant Church Directory”.
    Android Devices - Download the App from the Play Store (Android devices). 
    Search for “Instant Church Directory”.
2. Open the app. Click on “Create Login”.
3. Enter the email address you listed on the sign up form for the new church directory. 
4. Create a secure password. The password must be 8 characters long and contain at least two of the following special 
    characters: capital letters, numbers or symbols.
5. Retype your password to confirm. 
6. Check your inbox for an email from service@instantchurchdirectory.com
7. To complete the login process, you will need to verify your email address by clicking on the link sent to you in that email.
8. Once you confirm your email, close the browser window and go back to the App. Click on “Sign In” to sign into your 
    church’s directory using your email and password.

PREVIOUSLY SIGNED INTO THE DIRECTORY
1. Open the app and click on the Sign In button.
2. Enter your email address that is used in your church’s directory and your personal member password.
3. Click on the Sign In button. If you do not remember your personal member password, click on the Forgot 
  Password? link to receive a link to your email to reset your password.

ONLINE MEMBER DIRECTORY LOGIN INSTRUCTIONS
First time signing into the Online Directory or Mobile App?
1. Go to members.InstantChurchDirectory.com
2. Click on the Create Login button under: First time signing in?
3. Enter the email address you listed on the sign up form for the new church directory. 
4. Create a secure password. The password must be 8 characters long and 
    contain at least two of the following special characters: 
    capital letters, numbers or symbols.
5. Retype the password to confirm it and click Request Login.
6. Check your inbox for an email from service@instantchurchdirectory.com.
7. To complete the sign-up process, you will need to verify your email address by clicking on the link sent to you in that email.
8. Once you confirm your email, you may sign at members.InstantChurchDirectory.com.

Your email with the password you created will work on all the Instant Church Directory 
apps (on any device) and on the members.InstantChurchDirectory.com website.

For more information and videos on how to download the app, log in, use the app, request an update to your information 
in the directory, change your password and a short cut to log into the website - visit www.firstprez.com/churchdirectory

If you did not sign up for the Church Directory and you would like access, or if you need 
additional help, please contact Nichole Russ at nichole@firstprez.com

Introducing The Introducing The First Prez First Prez 
Church Directory website & app!Church Directory website & app!
www.firstprez.com/churchdirectorywww.firstprez.com/churchdirectory

Powered by InstantChurchDirectory.com | Copyright © 2019 CRITM 
 

     

 
Mobile App Login Instructions 

for iPhone®, iPad and any iOS Device 
 
First Time Signing into Directory (Version 2.0 or newer)  
 

1. Download the App from the App Store.  
Search for “Instant Church Directory” and look for this icon:  

 
2. Open the app and click on the Create Login button. 
3. Enter your email address that is used in your church’s directory. 
4. Create a password.  The password must be 8 characters long and 

must contain at least two of the following special characters: capital 
letters, numbers or symbols.  

5. Retype the password to confirm it and click Create Login. 
6. Check your inbox for an email 

from service@instantchurchdirectory.com.  
7. To complete the sign-up process, you will need to verify your email 

address by clicking on the link sent to you in that email.  
8. Once you confirm your email, you may open the app and click Sign 

In to log into your church's directory. 
 

Your email with the password you created will work on all the Instant Church Directory apps on any device, as 
well as the member website at members.InstantChurchDirectory.com. 

  
Previously Signed into the Directory (Version 2.0 or newer)  
 

1. Open the app and click on the Sign In button. 
2. Enter your email address that is used in your church’s directory and your personal member 

password. 
3. Click on the Sign In button. 

 
If you do not remember your personal member password, click on the Forgot Password? link to receive a link 
to your email to reset your password. 

 
Need help signing in? Please see your directory Administrator.  

Mobile Users:
Look for

 this icon!



17 Megan Langley
18 Paige Darden
18 Zachary Fegan
18 Elizabeth Seufert
19 Bill Conklin
19 Maryann Johnson
19 George Markham
20 Thomas Martin
20 Janet Prewitt
20 Jackson Teele
21 Chance Kirby
21 Gracen Morris
22 Sally Alderman
22 Bill Kirchman
22 Colin Wauford
23 Rich Clarke
24 Megan Baileys
24 Daniel Jutson
24 Mary Lynn Sasser
24 Meredith Stiehl
25 Pam Darden
26 Jay Gilbert
27 Katelyn Jolly
28 Alvin Fortson
28 Jody Gutierrez
28 Mick Noland
28 Robert Stiehl
28 Tucker Stiles
29 Allene Bullock
29 Carol Dunning
29 Marty Sutherlin
31 Jan Burgess
31 Herman Dunn

July July 
   Birthdays   Birthdays
1 Drew Fincher
1 Bruce Hammill
1 Cynthia Huggins
1 Barrett Teele
2 Sarah Cromartie
2 Clara Dunn
2 Adam Farnham
2 Ann Loyd
2 Mark Luce
2 Eddie Prewitt
3 Linda Adams
4 Wayne Mosley
5 Diehl Jones
6 Adam Datkuliak
6 Danielle Hurley
6 Drew Napoli
7 Gary Ciccone
7 Brewer Stiles
7 Melanie Strickland
8 Shannon Blue
8 Kaytlyn Gilbert
9 Melissa Jolly
9 Gage Mosley
10 John Patrick Dunn
10 Marcia Garrett
12 Corey Breece
13 John Campbell
13 Linda Huff
14 John Tyson
15 Colin McMahon
15 Clara Schwamm
16 James Breswitz
16 Emmy Johnson
16 Pamela Tolbert
17 Mary Downing
17 James Duhon
17 Dan Jutson Tim 

LLOYD

Welcome Welcome 
                                            OUR NEWEST MEMBERS!

Kathryn 
BOYETTE

Katherine 
NICKELL

Sara 
PILAND

Drew & Meagan 
KRAMER

Julie
 DILTS
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PERIODICALS

Our mission at First Presbyterian Church is to serve serve Jesus Christ and share share His gospel through meaningful worship, 
loving fellowship, spiritual growth, and compassionate outreach within our community and throughout the world.

A LOOK AHEAD...A LOOK AHEAD...
July 3  •  Engagement Committee
  •  Mission Committee
July 4   •  H3F July 4th Luncheon
  •  Church Office is closed
July 9   •  Prayer Service at 9 a.m. 
  •  Elder Emeritus Recognition at 11 a.m.
   •  Celebration Choir Rehearsal
July 11  •  Chrismon Class
  •  Property Committee (Zoom)
July 16 •  Stitch Buddies
July 17  •  Personnel Committee
July 19  •  Kingdom Kidz & Youth Movie Night
July 23-28  •  Youthworks Mission Trip
July 25 •  COAP

Aug. 1  •  S.A.L.T. Breakfast at JK’s
Aug. 9  •  Kingdom Kidz & Youth Pool Party
Aug. 13 •  Celebration Choir Rehearsal
Aug. 27 •  Back-to-School Blessing & Sunset Slush

Sept. 4  •  Labor Day, Church Office is closed
Sept. 10  •  Rally Day - Fall Kick Off
  •  Kingdom Kidz & Youth Resume
Sept. 13  •  All In Fellowship Meals Resume
  •  Adult Christian Education
     Classes Resume

Prayer Beyond the Emoji is a safe place 
to openly share and learn about prayer. 

Prayer Beyond the Emoji will be starting back soon.
You will have three time options 

and the days are yet to be determined. 
• EARLY MORNING      

• LUNCH TIME      
• 7:00PM

Please let Leslie DeSessa know which of these you would 
be interested in attending by emailing ldesessa@gmail.com

Is there a right or 
wrong way to pray?

What is God What is God 
telling me?telling me?

How do you know 
if your prayers are 

being answered?

Do you ever wonder if your 
prayers are being heard?

PrayerPrayer

Beyond the emojiBeyond the emoji


