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God’s Grace :God’s Grace :                                                                
 MANY GIFTS 

& MANY GIVERS

 Grace always demands the 
 answer of gratitude. 
 Grace and gratitude belong together
  like heaven and earth. 
 Grace evokes gratitude 
 like the voice an echo. 
 Gratitude follows grace
 like thunder lightning.   
 -Karl Barth

This is gratitude month in our country. Once again 
Thanksgiving dinner will be served. We’ll be remind-
ed to survey the table and count our blessings. But 
will we be grateful?  

Traditionally, it is also stewardship season in many 
churches. It makes sense to Christians to speak of 
gratitude for God’s blessings and to share those 
blessings by supporting the mission of the church 
during this season of Thanksgiving. Many of us will 
do that in the coming weeks and I strongly encour-
age it!  But will we be grateful?

There’s nothing wrong with being reminded, even 
gently coerced, to be grateful. Like a muscle, the 
more you flex your gratitude the more you will find to 
be grateful for. But for Christians there’s much more 
to having gratitude than an Thanksgiving, church 
stewardship season, or the reminder to be thankful.  

Karl Barth reminds us that God’s “grace” is the foun-
dation of all lasting “gratitude”. And where grace has

been truly received, gratitude must certainly follow.

God’s grace is best received when our hands are 
empty and we know our need. We accept the fact 
that we have been accepted in all our sin and imper-
fection, and can do nothing to deserve God’s grace. 
When we accept God’s grace, 

	 “Gratitude	fills	the	soul,	
 with it the desire to serve and give back.” 
 - David Brooks

My wish for you is an attitude of gratitude in the days 
ahead. This leads to joy and drives generosity. It puts 
our ego in the back seat, so that we can put God 
and the people central to our lives in the front seat. 
It changes our life.

I’m grateful for this congregation, the faithfulness of 
our long-time members and the gift of many new 
folks among us. I’m grateful that we are fully staffed 
and able to take on some challenges with new 
energy and vitality. I’m grateful we are a church with 
a generous heart and a deep sense of mission to this 
community and beyond.  

Please join me in practicing gratitude! Let’s flex that 
muscle together and see where it takes us as we 
follow Jesus Christ in the months ahead.

Sincerely,
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All In Fellowship All In Fellowship 
Wednesday MealsWednesday Meals

Enjoy a meal with potluck sides, 
family & friends at 5:30 p.m., 

followed by an Adult Education Class 
with Dr. Garrett at 6:30 p.m. “Vanishing Grace” 

or join the Celebration Choir Rehearsal.
The church will provide the main entree. You can bring a salad, 
side, dessert or bread that will serve 8 to 10 people or pay $8 
per adult (age13+) and $3 per child (age 5-12). The meal cap 
is $20 per family. Nursery provided for young children. Study 
hall, followed by social time, provided for school age children.

November 1 – Spaghetti 
November 8 – Popcorn Shrimp 
November 15 – Sesame Chicken with Rice
November 29 – Meatloaf 

Whether you’re deeply rooted in your faith or just curious 
about life’s big questions, this is for you. Share your thoughts, 
connect with like-minded individuals, and enjoy a fun evening 
of theological exploration over your favorite beverages. 

We welcome everyone, regardless of background or beliefs 
to join us. So bring a friend and we’ll see you there!

Meeting monthly - every third Thursday!Meeting monthly - every third Thursday!
Thursday November 16th 6 p.m. at 1240 Fort Bragg Rd

T HEOLOGYT HEOLOGY
on    tapon    tap

with Rev.with Rev.
 Jeff Shaver Jeff Shaver

at Districtat District
 House of Taps House of Taps

A MOMENT OF 

Pastoral Care
Dictionary.com’s definition of grateful is “a feeling or 
showing an appreciation of kindness; thankful”. 

November is the month of Thanksgiving. God wants 
us to be grateful. As followers of Christ we should do 
as 1 Corinthians 1:4 says 

    “I give thanks to my God always for you because of 
    the grace of God that was given you in Christ Jesus.” 
    (ESV)
We should appreciate what others do for us. This can 
be hard to do sometimes, so here are some ways 
to build your gratefulness inspired by author Robert 
Emmons, a leading expert on the scientific effects of 
gratitude.

• Make a journal of gratitude. Write down the things 
you feel blessed by. Write down stories of your life 
you felt were uplifting.  Don’t have the time to write? 
Try saving cards, emails, and texts that uplifted you. 
On a hard day revisit these to remind you of God’s 
blessings.

• Memorize scripture about being grateful. Here 
are two examples:
    “Give thanks in all circumstances; 
    for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 
    (1 Thessalonians 5:18)
    “Do not be anxious about anything, but in every 
    situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,     
    present your requests to God.” 
    (Philippians 4:6)
• Visual Reminders. Visual reminders can serve as 
cues to trigger thoughts of gratitude. Put up state-
ments of gratitude where you can see them every day. 

• Use the language of gratefulness. Be mindful of 
how you speak to yourself and others. Your tone of 
voice is as important as what you say and how you 
respond. 

So, in closing let’s commit to “showing an appreciation 
of kindness” as Paul wrote in Colossians 3:17

    “And whatever you do, in word or deed, 
    do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
    giving thanks to God the Father through him.” (ESV) 
God Bless,
Pastor Mitch 

Wednesday NightWednesday Night
Adult Christian Education Class Adult Christian Education Class 

with Dr. Garrett at 6:30 p.m. with Dr. Garrett at 6:30 p.m. 

“Vanishing Grace” “Vanishing Grace” 
In Vanishing Grace, Yancey shows the desperate need our 
world has for grace, and how Christians can truly make the 
gospel good news again. In this video-based Bible study, 
participants will explore what kind of news is good to a 
culture that thinks it has rejected the Christian version. 

Catch up and learn more on Right Now Media! 
Need help with Right Now Media? 

Call the church office (910) 483-0121.



AGAINST HUNGER
food    community    sustainability

AGAINST HUNGER
food    community    sustainability

We have packed We have packed 
951,087 meals!951,087 meals!

TTrruunnkk      TTrreeaatt f fuunn!!

oror



2023 Total Pledged Amount - $1,169,868.00

YTD Non-Pledge Gifts - $309,522.68

YTD Pledge Gifts - $781,080.56

YTD Total Gifts - $1,090,603.24
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April
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June

July

August
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November

December

2023 Giving Figures To Date: October

What to expect on Thanksgiving:
1. The meal will start at 1:00 pm.
2. Food should arrive at 12:50 pm, so that the meal can start right at 1:00 pm with everyone sitting down to eat.
3. A double-sided buffet will allow everyone to be served promptly, but the luncheon will be leisurely.
4. There will be NO fee for participants, just bring a side, salad, bread, or dessert to feed 8 – 10.
5. The Congregational Care Committee will provide the main entrée and drinks.

Please let us know what you will bring for your contribution to our H3 F Potluck Dinner on November 23rd.  
 

Suggestions include salads, sides, and desserts, either purchased or homemade, your choice.
 

Visit bit.ly/H3FThanksgiving23 or scan the QR code to sign up for the Thanksgiving Potluck Dinner.
For planning purposes, please sign up by Sunday, November 19th, at 3 p.m.

H3 F
Home & Hearth Holiday Fellowship

Thanksgiving Potluck Dinner 
November 23rd

Home & Hearth Holiday 
Fellowship Potluck Dinner

Your family looks forward to having you 
join them on Thanksgiving Day!!

 Feel free to invite and bring a friend!

Stewardship As A Symbolic Act
Giving is a symbolic act of our love for God. By giving to each other, we are expressing our love. We don’t always realize that 
when we give or do for others, we are expressing our love for God. 
The Bible has much to say about giving to others:
     “Give, and it will be given to you. They will pour into your lap a good measure- pressed down, shaken together, 
     and running over. For by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in return.” Luke 6:38
     “The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.
     Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” 
     2 Corinthians 9:6
     “In everything I showed you by working hard in this manner you must help the weak and remember the words of the 
     Lord Jesus, that he himself said. It is more blessed to give than to receive.” Acts 20:35
     “Then give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s.” Luke 20:25
God has given us the means and resources to prosper. By giving to our church we give back to God. God has asked us to 
take from our bounty and give to the poor and needy. We also give of our bounty to take care of our church, God’s house, so 
that we may gather to worship Him and to serve others. Our giving to our church helps us to complete God’s charge to us.
Want to learn more? Visit firstprez.com/give/stewardship for more info. 
We ask that you return your pledge cards by November 19th.



 Thursday, November 9th  7 p.m. in the Sanctuary
sponsored by the Fayetteville-Sandhills Chapter American Guild of Organists

Join us for a concert of Patriotic Music celebrating our armed forces, 
active duty, veterans, and first responders. The evening will be filled with 
patriotic selections as well as an opportunity for you to lift your voices in 
patriotic songs together!  

If you would like to participate in the music making, you need not be 
an organist! This concert is open to all who want to make music or recite 
poetry to honor those who serve in uniform. Contact Dr. Marcia Mervin for 
more information in joining the program by November 1st.

“A SALUTE TO 
OUR VETERANS”
A Concert of Patriotic Music

S.A.L.T. Fellowship Breakfast at JK’s
November 7th at 8:30 a.m.
Upcoming S.A.L.T. Trips

Friday, November 10th
S.A.L.T. will travel to Bear Creek, NC to visit Southern Supreme 
Fruitcake & More. Call Patsy Markham for reservations (910) 868-3001 
or patsymarkham@outlook.com

Tuesday, November 28th
S.A.L.T. will travel to Rudy Theatre for the Christmas Jubilee.Get in the spirit 
with this musical journey through your favorite Christmas songs and scenes. 
We will rock around the Christmas tree and usher in the most wonderful time 
of the year! Lunch will be at Old North State Food Hall in Selma. 
We will depart from the church at 11 a.m. Contact Melanie Strickland to
RSVP at (910) 484-5905 or mhstrickland01@aol.com

Saturday, December 9th
S.A.L.T. will meet for a luncheon at Luigi’s at 12pm. 
Contact Ann Eller to RSVP at (910) 323-4684

NOvember 18th NOvember 18th 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Kingdom Youth and all First Presbyterian Church 
members are invited to join in Service Saturday 
at Fayetteville Urban Ministry.  
To register, volunteers can visit bit.ly/FPCServiceSaturday 
scan the QR code or call the church office (910) 483-0121. 
For more info, email Kimberhly Hopkins at youth@firstprez.com

Service Saturday 
at Fayetteville Urban Ministry

YOUTH YOUTH 
CAR WASHCAR WASH

Sunday, 
November 5th

3 to 5 p.m.
Donations from 

this event will go 
towards the 
2024 Youth 

Mission Trip!

Thank You
TO MY CHURCH FAMILY

God is good! God bless 
each and every one of 
you for blessing me.

If there is anything my 
church family needs 
from God and me, I will 
be there!

With God’s grace and 
blessing, I truly thank 
you.

Terrance Tedder

s . a . l . t . s . a . l . t . 
Seasoned Adults Learning TogetherSeasoned Adults Learning Together

Monthly Fellowship Breakfast & ExcursionsMonthly Fellowship Breakfast & Excursions



• Nov. 5
• Nov. 12
• Nov. 19
• Nov 26 - Family Advent Workshop
• Dec. 3
• Dec. 10 - “A Walk To Bethlehem”   
                      during 11am Worship
• Jan. 7 - Kingdom Kidz Resumes

We hope to see you here! 
(pre k 3 through high school) 

4:30-6:30pm every sunday night 

Save the date! 
Children will 

sing during the 11am 
Worship Services on  

Nov. 5 and Dec. 10

Fellowship, Fellowship, 
Food & Fun!Food & Fun!

Kingdom KidzKingdom Kidz
BiBle, dinnerBiBle, dinner

& music& music

While the children are rehearsing for “A Walk 
To Bethlehem”, children and youth parents and 
guardians will gather downtown for fellowship. 
Meet in Eller Hall and then head out for 
appetizers, beverages, and the 
White Elephant gift exchange. 
Participants in the exchange 
need to bring a gift under $10.
For more info email britany@firstprez.com

Parents Fellowship Dinner &

 White Elephant Gift Exchange
December 3rd at 4:30 p.m.

Save the dates!

A Walk to
Bethlehem 

Rehearsal 
for Children 
Nov. 19 and Dec. 3

during Kingdom Kidz

Please register online at 
bit.ly/FPCAdvent2023
or scan the QR Code.

Registration deadline is Nov. 5th. 

November 26November 26thth
4:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall4:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall

CHRISMON CHRISMON 
ORNAMENTSORNAMENTS

FA

MILY ADVENTFA

MILY ADVENT

W
O R K S H O PW
O R K S H O P

FAMILY DINNERFAMILY DINNER

MISSION PROJECTMISSION PROJECT

You’re never too young
to discover what gift
 you have to share!

November 5th, 
children will have a 

special stewardship lesson 
during Sunday School. 

To download the 
Kids and Youth 
Stewardship packet, 
scan the QR Code or 

visit bit.ly/KidsandYouthStewardship

Club 543 Club 543 
will meetwill meet

Wednesday, November 8th

5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Meet in Fellowship Hall for 

dinner, pick up in room 207.
Adults are welcome to join in 

the All In Fellowship meal!
RSVP with Britany.



MemorialsMemorials
Dat Gilbert

Daphne & Ray Manning

a look ahead...a look ahead...
Nov. 5 • Youth Car Wash
Nov. 6 • PW Coordinating Team Meeting
 • Congregational Care
 • Men’s Quartet
 • Engagement Committee
 • Mission Committee
Nov. 7  • S.A.L.T. Breakfast at JK’s
 • Worship Committee
 • C. E. Committee
Nov. 8 • Club 543
Nov. 9 • Hannah Circle
 • AGO Veteran’s Day Concert
Nov. 10 • S.A.L.T. Southern Supreme Trip
Nov. 13 • Finance Committee Meeting
 • Officer Training
Nov. 14 • Martha Circle
 • Stated Deacons Meeting 
Nov. 15 • Children’s Ministry Meeting
Nov. 16 • Theology on Tap
Nov. 18 • Youth Service Saturday
Nov. 19 • A Walk to Bethlehem Rehearsal 
   for Children
Nov. 20 • Personnel Committee Meeting
Nov. 21 • Stated Session Meeting
Nov. 23 • H3F Thanksgiving Potluck
Nov. 26 • Family Advent Workshop
 • Hanging of the Greens
Nov. 28 • S.A.L.T. Rudy Theatre Trip
Dec. 3 • A Walk to Bethlehem Rehearsal 
   for Children
 • Parent Fellowship Dinner &     
     White Elephant Gift Exchange
Dec. 9 • S.A.L.T. Luncheon at Luigi’s
Dec. 10 • A Walk to Bethlehem Service
Dec. 20 • Blue Christmas Service
Dec. 24 • Christmas Eve Worship Services

1 Hudson McFadyen 
2 Glinda Davis 
3 Mike Spinosa 
4 Corey McMahon 
5 Bill Dunn Sr.
5 Tommy Holmes 
5 Ned Johnson 
5 Susan Williams 
6 Fred Williams Jr.
6 Cole Wright 
6 Stiles Kraft 
6 Daniel Harrison 
6 Taylor Gilbert 
6 Lyn Kirby 
7 Wells Alderman IV
7 Michael Dunning 
7 Debbie Brock 
7 Alex McFadyen 
8 Janice Luce 
9 W.C. Strickland Jr.
9 Stephen Gooding 
9 Happy Hibler 
9 Margaret Reid 
10 Brian Pearce 
10 Evans Hibler 
10 Eden Hibler 
10 Resa Cleveland 
10 Stone Harrison 
11 Martha Helms 
11 Lee Gutierrez 
11 Riley Spinosa 
11 Radford Brown
11 Grady  McLaughlin 
11 Greer McLaughlin
11 John Megson

NovemberNovember
BIRTHDAYSBIRTHDAYS

12 Nancy Soffe 
12 Mackie Weeks
13 Daniel Moore 
14 Ashley Foster
14 Susie McFadyen 
14 Sara Campbell
15 Allan Battles 
16 Cara Spencer 
16 Caroline Helmke 
16 Jacqueline Smith 
17 Shep McCauley 
17 Page Haddow-Green 
18 John Harbison 
19 Priscilla Hooks 
19 Tripp Hall III
20 Frank Perkins Jr.
20 Cecelia Sherrill 
21 Caroline Cox 
21 Jim Watson 
23 Catherine Traylor 
23 Susan Hardin 
24 Billy Kirby 
25 Debra Chestnutt 
25 Steve McRae 
26 Dee McCutchen 
27 Gayle Braxton 
27 Luke Howle 
27 Lia Bullock 
28 Eliza Harrison 
30 Jamie McFadyen 

Prayer Prayer ::  
v2.0v2.0  BEYOND THE EMOJI  BEYOND THE EMOJI 

Join in the
conversation!

 7 to 8 p.m. 

Call the church office for the meeting addresses (910) 483-0121.

November 6th - Prayer in Response to Pain
November 13th - Our Literatures for Prayer

Benny Pearce
Daphne & Ray Manning

Dan Perry
Lorene & Milo McBryde
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Our mission at First Presbyterian Church is to serve serve Jesus Christ and share share His gospel through meaningful worship, 
loving fellowship, spiritual growth, and compassionate outreach within our community and throughout the world.

Donations being collected are:
• Peanut Butter   • Cereal 
• Canned Fruits & Vegetables • Pasta 
• Fruit and Pudding Cups  • Rice 
• Canned Soups   • Canned Meats

Donations can be dropped off in the 
donation box by the church office.

PW’s Organization for November 

Encourage Encourage 
 Gratitude  Gratitude
Making thankfulness part of our everyday 
lives has many benefits for families. But 
sometimes to children, gratitude can be an 
absract concept. So how do we incorporate 
it into our family life in a way that our children 
will take it to heart? Our resource is here to 
help!

Pick up a November Gratitude 
Calendar and Gratitude Tree Kit 
from the volunteer desk in Eller Hall 
or print your own by scanning the 
QR Code or visiting 
bit.ly/EncourageGratitude


