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A Pastoral Message from Rev. Jeff Shaver
Growing up in the church, one of my earliest
memories takes me back to when I was a fourth-
grader enrolled in a super strict Christian private 
school. As I grew older, I got a heavy dose of what you 
might call “fire and brimstone Christianity.” It was all 
about following the rules and being a moral champ. 
I don’t remember a lot from those days, but one thing 
sticks out - all those Bible lessons hammering in the 
“do’s” and “don’ts” of being a good Christian. Plus, 
there was always a warning: If you want to score a ticket
to heaven, remember that God doesn’t tolerate
backsliders or folks who aren’t 110% into it.

Even though I managed to keep my grades up at 
school (mostly), deep down, I felt like I was falling 
short. If God’s love depended on how well I per-
formed, I was pretty sure I wasn’t making the cut.

But I didn’t give up.

In high school, I picked up the guitar and started 
leading worship music for as many youth groups 
as I could squeeze into my week. Then, in college, 
I landed my very first gig as a youth director. But, no 
matter how perfectly I followed the “rules” I learned 
in school or how many hours I poured into ministry, 
I never felt like it was good enough. I constantly 
wondered if God truly loved me.

Then one day, a buddy of mine invited me to check 
out a college ministry called Reformed University 
Fellowship, hosted by a local Presbyterian church. 
Until that moment, I didn’t even know what Pres-
byterians believed. To be honest, when I first walked 
into that weird college ministry, I wasn’t sure if I liked 
it. Everything, from the songs they sang to the way 
they talked about the Bible, felt different. But that 
day changed everything.

It was the first time I felt like I heard about God’s grace 
in a way that made sense. For the first time, someone 
told me that God’s love flows in one direction – He

loves you just as much when you’re at your best as 
when you’re at your absolute worst.

Sadly, despite growing up in the church, I’d never 
heard grace preached like that before. Suddenly, it 
was like all the guilt and shame I’d been carrying 
from that strict Christian school just melted away.

That night was a game-changer.

Fast forward, and I’m almost 40 now, I think back to 
my journey and that life-altering night a lot. More im-
portantly, I wonder if there are folks out there who 
need to hear about God’s grace as much as I did 
then (and still do now).

So, as we dive into this season of giving and begin 
to use all those churchy words like “stewardship,” 
I realize something that I wish I’d known back in high 
school. I wish I’d understood that giving to God – 
whether it’s our money, our time, or simply striving 
to live a holy life – shouldn’t come from guilt, shame, 
or trying to butter God up. It comes from the radical 
realization that we’re already loved by God, no 
matter what.

So to all my new friends at First Prez, know that you 
are loved and let us respond with thanksgiving!

Watch Rev. Jeff’s video by 
visiting bit.ly/WelcomeRevJeff 
or scan the QR Code. 

Get to know 
Rev. Jeff Shaver!



All In Fellowship All In Fellowship 
Wednesday MealsWednesday Meals

Enjoy a meal with potluck sides, 
family & friends at 5:30 p.m., 

followed by an Adult Education Class 
with Dr. Garrett at 6:30 p.m. 

“Alongside: The Ministry of Mentoring Others” 
or join the Celebration Choir Rehearsal.

The church will provide the main entree. You can bring a salad, 
side, dessert or bread that will serve 8 to 10 people or pay $8 
per adult (age13+) and $3 per child (age 5-12). The meal cap 
is $20 per family. Nursery provided for young children. Study 
hall, followed by social time, provided for school age children.

October 4 - Taco Bar
October 11 - Chicken with Mixed Vegetables,  
                          Rice & Egg Rolls
October 18 - Baked Potato Bar
October 25 - Fried Chicken

Dear Friends:

We’re off to a great start this fall! It’s exciting to 
welcome Rev. Jeff Shaver among us as our new 
Associate Pastor. It’s also energizing to preach 
through our mission statement once again as we 
both recall and refine our priorities at First Presby-
terian Church.  Our mission, To Serve Jesus Christ 
and Share His Gospel, helps us recognize both 
what to do and how to do it right here and right 
now. Let’s put some legs on that. 

Later in October we’ll focus on our 2023 stew-
ardship theme, God’s Grace: Many Gifts and Many 
Givers. Our church’s mission must become the 
mission of each of us in personal ways. God’s 
mercy in our lives not only forgives our sins but 
gives us gifts and makes us givers. 

What do you have to give to the mission of Jesus 
Christ through FPC and how will you give it? I’ll be 
guiding us in worship as we consider that question 
in the coming weeks. 

Look for creative communications throughout our 
stewardship time to encourage you. But there’s no 
need to wait. Start now and take inventory of both 
the burdens you feel and God inspired abilities you 
have when it comes to serving Christ. Itemize the 
material resources you can contribute. Carefully 
consider the time you can share. Then make a per-
sonal offering that is both sacrificial and engages 
you in the ministry of the church.

Our stewardship scripture tells us we have the gifts 
and we are the givers. That’s a promise that can 
change your life. Now, let’s have the faith to act on 
that generous promise as together we serve the 
Lord.

Sincerely,

Each of you should use whatever 
gift you have received to serve others, 

as faithful stewards of 
God’s grace in its various forms.

(I Peter 4:10) Donations being collected are:
• School and art supplies

• Educational activity books
• Children’s books

• Household cleaning supplies
• Hygiene supplies 

(shampoo, conditioner, body wash, lotion, combs,
 brushes, feminine hygiene supplies, deodorant, etc)

Donations can be dropped off in the 
donation box by the church office.

PW’s Organization
for October

Children’s 
Hope Alliance

Whether you’re deeply
rooted in your faith or
just curious about life’s 
big questions, this is for you. 
Share your thoughts, connect 
with like-minded individuals, 
and enjoy a fun evening of 
theological exploration over 
your favorite beverages. 
We welcome everyone, 
regardless of background or 
beliefs to join us. So bring a 
friend and we’ll see you there!

Meeting monthly -
every third Thursday!

Thursday October 19th 6 p.m.
1240 Fort Bragg Rd

T HEOLOGYT HEOLOGY
on    tapon    tap

with Rev.with Rev.
 Jeff Shaver Jeff Shaver

at Districtat District
 House of Taps House of Taps



1 MILLION MEALS!
OCTOBER 14TH 

MEAL PACKING BEGINS AT 9AM
DON’T FORGET YOUR HAT! 

Volunteers must register for RAH. Scan the QR Code or visit 
bit.ly/FPCRAH2023 to register online. Childcare will be provided 
for younger children. Elementary age and up are welcome to help 
with packing. To help with planning, please register for childcare 
by visiting bit.ly/RAHKids

HELP US GET CLOSER TO

A GREAT FAMILY EVENT!A GREAT FAMILY EVENT!

AGAINST HUNGER
food    community    sustainability

AGAINST HUNGER
food    community    sustainability



The Stewardship of Talent
You may not see your abilities as God-given spiritual gifts, but they are. We may not think that things we do every day 
with ease can be considered of value, much less talent. However, let us reconsider this as we read these lyrics from a 
verse of the hymn, “Watch! Be Ready!” from SCYP 2020 Spring Pursuit:

 Lord, a talent I’ve received, 
 Lord, through my ability,
 Lord, I now begin to trade immediately, 
	 Lord,	find	me	good	and	faithful	serving	Thee.

When we serve each other, we serve our heavenly Father. Paul writes in his letter to the 
Corinthians, “the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all” 
(1 Corinthians 12:7, NKJV). Your talents, whether inherited or developed, are gifts from 
God for you to share with others. 

God intends us to use our God gifted talents to be used to build up the body of Christ. 
We become blessings to one another through our talents. We give what we have been given.

Moving forward, ask yourself: “Who is my talent blessing today?”

2023 Total Pledged Amount - $1,169,868.00

YTD Non-Pledge Gifts - $285,034.12

YTD Pledge Gifts - $706,435.70

YTD Total Gifts - $991,469.82
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March

April

May

June

July

August
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November

December

2023 Giving Figures To Date: September

v2.0v2.0

Prayer: Beyond the Emoji

Topics will include: 

7 to 8pm

Beginning
October 9th

How Do We Pray?
Prayers of Adoration

Prayers When in Anxiety
Praying in the Quiet Times
Prayer in Response to Pain
Our Literatures for Prayer

For more information, 
contact Bill McFadyen, 

Bengie Hair or Leslie DeSessa

PrayerPrayer  ::  
BEYOND BEYOND 

THE EMOJITHE EMOJI
beginsbegins

October 9October 9thth  

Do not despise these small beginnings,
for the Lord rejoices to see the work begin…

Zechariah 4:10 NLT

THIS IS THE YEAR THAT YOUR YES, IS WHERE IT ALL BEGINS. 

YES TO BEING ENOUGH. 

YES TO STARTING SMALL AND THINKING BIG.

YES TO PASSION. 

YES TO GOD.

For more info, contact:
Kathryn Boyette (910) 977-5284 or kathrynboyette24@gmail.com 

Vicki Kelly (910) 916-1861 or vickik78@yahoo.com
or call the church office (910) 483-0121

MOPs meets twice a month MOPs meets twice a month 
on Sundays 4:30-6:30pmon Sundays 4:30-6:30pm

Oct. 8 & 22, Nov. 5 & 19, Dec. 3Oct. 8 & 22, Nov. 5 & 19, Dec. 3



ALL ARE INVITED!

Tour the Holy Land 
with composer Dan Forrest and members of the

First Presbyterian Church Celebration Choir

June 10 - 22, 2024
Our Pilgrimage

Our life-changing performance tour of the Holy Land will deliver many rare and treasured gifts including 
the opportunity to learn about the earliest Christians, to sing in and visit ancient churches, temples and 
cathedrals, and to gather with a great sense of spiritual communion, wonderfully typical of a Christian 
Group Tour.  You do not need to join the choir or even to sing, to enjoy this pilgrimage with us.

The music of Dan Forrest (composer of “Jubilate Deo” and “Requiem for the Living”) will grace three 
evening concerts for all to enjoy!

Dan Forrest shares from his very first trip to the Holy Land: “My 2022 choir tour of Israel was truly 
“life-changing” (and I’m not one to use that phrase lightly). From the 3600 year old Abraham’s Gate, to the 
rugged countryside in Galilee, to the Nazareth well where Mary would have taken young Jesus daily, to 
wandering the streets of Old City Jerusalem at night….every day was dozens of moments of “faith becoming 
sight”. Then, to get to sing in Nazareth, or at the shores of the Sea of Galilee, or in Bethlehem, or on the 
Mount of Olives, and to meet dear Jewish and Palestinian people who resonated with our sacred music- 
it’s hard to capture in words.  By the time this tour is done, the people, the places, and the music will have 
made an impact that will last the rest of your life. I can’t wait to share it with you!

For more details, please join us in an Informational Zoom Meeting by Music Celebrations 
International just for our community - Thursday, October 5 at 7 p.m. via Zoom. To join the 
Zoom Meeting, scan the QR Code or visit  bit.ly/HolyLandZoomMeeting

s . a . l . t . s . a . l . t . 
Seasoned Adults Learning TogetherSeasoned Adults Learning Together

Monthly Fellowship Breakfast & ExcursionsMonthly Fellowship Breakfast & Excursions

Friday, October 6th
S.A.L.T. will meet the Scotia Village Members for 
lunch at MiCasita. Please contact Pastor Mitch 
mitch@firstprez.com for your reservation.

Tuesday, October 24th
S.A.L.T. will travel to Wilmington to visit the Burgwin 
- Wright House (a MUST SEE for Outlander fans!), 
a tour of the historic district by a horse-drawn trolley 
and have lunch at Elijah’s. We will depart the church 
at 8:30 am. The only expense for the trip will be 
lunch. Please contact Nancy Billman at (910) 916-
5994 by October 15th, for reservations.

Friday, November 10th
S.A.L.T. will travel to Bear Creek, NC to visit Southern 
Supreme Fruitcake & More. 
Call Patsy Markham for reservations (910) 868-3001 
or patsymarkham@outlook.com

Tuesday, November 28th
S.A.L.T. will travel to Rudy Theatre for the Christmas 
Jubilee. Email Melanie Strickland to RSVP. 
mhstrickland01@aol.com



• Oct. 1
• Oct. 8
• Oct. 15 - Trunk or Treat
• Oct. 22 - Will Not Meet
• Oct. 29
• Nov. 5
• Nov. 12

• Nov. 19
• Nov 26 - Family Advent Event
• Dec. 3
• Dec. 10 - Special Program
• Jan. 7 - Kingdom Kidz Resumes

We hope to see you for 
Kingdom Kidz & Kingdom youth 

(pre K 3 through high school) 
4:30-6:30pm every sunday night 

Save the date! Children sing during 11am Worship Service
 Oct. 8, Nov. 5 and Dec. 10

Sunday, Sunday, 
October 8October 8thth

12-1:30pm12-1:30pm

Mini Golf Mini Golf 

Fellowship, Fellowship, 
Food & Fun!Food & Fun!

Kingdom KidzKingdom Kidz
BiBle, dinnerBiBle, dinner

& music& music

New to KiNgdom 
Kidz & Youth? 

To register online scan the QR code or 
visit bit.ly/KingdomKidz2023

Club 543 goes to Club 543 goes to 
Mountasia Golf & Games! Mountasia Golf & Games! 

Parents will need to Parents will need to 
provide transportation provide transportation 
to and from the event. to and from the event. 
Please email Britany atPlease email Britany at
britany@firstprez.combritany@firstprez.com

to RSVP!to RSVP!

NOvember 18th - 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.NOvember 18th - 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Kingdom Youth and all First Presbyterian Church 
members are invited to join in Service Saturday at 
Fayetteville Urban Ministry. More info coming soon! 
To register, volunteers can visit bit.ly/FPCServiceSaturday 
scan the QR code or call the church office (910) 483-0121. 
For more info, email Kimberhly Hopkins at youth@firstprez.com

Service Saturday 
at Fayetteville Urban Ministry

Kingdom Kidz & Youth 
families are invited to join our 
Family Advent Workshop on 

Sunday, November 26th. 

We will have dinner, 
make Chrismon Ornaments 

and a Mission Project.

Please register online at 
bit.ly/FPCAdvent2023
or scan the QR Code.

SAVE THE DATE!SAVE THE DATE!
Family Advent WorkshopFamily Advent Workshop

November 26thNovember 26th
4:30 to 6:30 p.m.4:30 to 6:30 p.m.



Curtis Heldreth
Ann Rowell

Carol & Roger Harold

Benny Pearce
Linda Adams

Mary L. Hagan
Olivia & Billy Herring

Robert  Billman
Olivia & Billy Herring

OCTOBER OCTOBER 
BirthdaysBirthdays

a looK ahead...a looK ahead...
Oct. 1 • Newcomers Luncheon
Oct. 2 • Congregational Care Committee
  • Engagement Committee Meeting
  • Mission Committee Meeting
  • Women’s Ensemble Resumes*
  • Canticle Ringers Resumes*
Oct. 3 • S.A.L.T. Breakfast at JK’s
  • Worship Committee Meeting
  • C.E. Committee Meeting
Oct. 5 • Holy Land Trip Interest Meeting
Oct. 6 • S.A.L.T. & Scotia Village Luncheon
Oct. 7 • Youth Carowinds Trip
Oct. 8 • Club 543 Putt Putt Trip
  • Stephen Ministry
Oct. 9  • Prayer: Beyond the Emoji 2.0 
Oct. 14 • Rise Against Hunger
Oct. 15 • Trunk or Treat
Oct. 16 • Officer Training
Oct. 24 • S.A.L.T. Wilmington Trip
Nov. 8 • Club 543
Nov. 9 • AGO Veteran’s Day Concert
Nov. 10 • S.A.L.T. Southern Supreme Trip
Nov. 26 • Family Advent Event
Nov. 28 • S.A.L.T. Rudy Theatre in Selma Trip
*Meets Weekly

16 Sophia Wilson
16 Kenneth Dwyer
16 Amber Little
16 Anna Blue
17 Mayon Weeks
17 Bob Leath
17 Will Deaton
17 Furman Robinson
17 Melissa Cole
17 Olivia Stiles
18 Buzz Loyd
18 David Nimocks
19 Monica Sparzak
19 Maggie Montero
19 Gregory Byrd
20 Joann Pearce
20 A.J. Chestnutt
20 Berkley Stiles
21 Sherri Blight
22 Gay Foster
22 Cameron Viverette
23 Larry Dobbins
23 Austin Howle
24 Dan McInnis
25 Alice Teele
25 James Broadwell
26 Victoria Moody
28 Tammy Watson
28 Evelyn Byrd
30 Patsy Markham
30 Salley Cromartie
30 Cheyenne Campbell
30 Will Boyette
30 John MacKethan
31 Lauren Allred
31 Jaxon Walworth

1 Myra Braxton
1 Victoria Datkuliak
1 Anastasia Vann
1 Callie Moore
1 Natasha Marchant
3 Art Hooker
4 Jennifer McFadyen 
   Hammond
5 Marnie McBryde
5 Earl Vaughan, Jr.
5 Mary Cox
6 Carolyn Hill
6 Jinnette Hathaway
6 Abigail Baileys
7 Sonny Phinney
7 Calista Plyler
8 Eric Cotty
8 Briana Brown
8 Caroline Hasty
9 Matthew DeSessa
9 Michael Navejas
10 Callen Farnham
10 Margaret Furman
10 Reid Furman
11 Nanelle Strong
11 Emily Davidson
12 Dianne Bryan
13 Alex Smith
13 Tom Brooks
13 Debi Butler
14 Scott Fincher
14 Joy Dance
14 Maryn Hammond
15 Amy Cook
15 Alan Hunter
15 Matt Helmke
15 Carolyn Herndon

Dan Perry
Ann & Buzz Loyd
Deborah Williams
Gillie Shaw Revelle

William Leon Senter
Bonnie B. Blue
Mary Ann Tally

Ann Rowell

Thursday, November 9th at 7 p.m. in the Sanctuary
Save the Date and Plan to Participate!
Sponsored by Fayetteville - Sandhills AGO Chapter 

Please consider participating in this special event. Sign up to perform your 
favorite solo, duet, or small group vocal or instrumental piece! You need not 
play the organ to share in this tribute to our armed services, both active and 
retired. The deadline for Submissions is October 27th. 

SALUTE
to Our Veterans
A Variety Show Concert
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Our mission at First Presbyterian Church is to serve serve Jesus Christ and share share His gospel through meaningful worship, 
loving fellowship, spiritual growth, and compassionate outreach within our community and throughout the world.

SNACK KIT

M
INISTRY

The Snack Kit Ministry The Snack Kit Ministry
needs your help! needs your help!

Volunteers Volunteers 
are needed to: are needed to:

Donations needed*: Donations needed*:
• Milk shelf stable whole or 2% (Horizon Organic Whole Milk, 8 fl. oz.)

• Chef Boyardee Pasta (small cans or microwaveable) 

• Beans with Franks  • Soup   

• Mac & Cheese Packets • Juice (Capri Sun) 

• Oatmeal Packets  • Grits Packets 

• Pop Tarts   • Nutri Grain Bars 

• Fruit Cups   • Fruit Snacks  

• Pudding Cups   • Applesauce 

• Cheese Crackers  • Raisins (individual boxes) 

• Granola Bars (no peanut butter)

*Please check the expiration dates
 on items before donating.

It takes about $180 to provide food for the entire year 
to one student. Monetary donations will be accepted in 
the church office. Please note “Local Relief Ministry” on 
checks.

• deliver packed kits to the school
• pack snack kits 
• provide donations of snack kit items
To volunteer, contact Leslie DeSessa at ldesessa@gmail.com or 
Terry Plummer at plummer.terry57@gmail.com


